VLOOKUP vs
XLOOKUP: Key

Differences




Key Functionality

* VLOOKUP sedarches for a value in the first
column of a range.

* XLOOKUP can search in any column of a
range.

« VLOOKUP requires a specific column to
be leftmost.

* XLOOKUP is more flexible in its search
direction.

* VLOOKUP can only return a single value.

* XLOOKUP can return multiple values.

@ Shoaib Akthar Follow for more Data Analytics, Data Science and Al insights @

@theshoaibakthar



Error Handling

« VLOOKUP returns #N/A if the value isn't
found in the first column.

« XLOOKUP returns an error if the value isn't
found (configurable).

« XLOOKUP allows you to specify what to
return if no match is found.

* VLOOKUP's error handling can be less
intuitive.

» XLOOKUP provides more control over
error displays.
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Performance

* VLOOKUP can be slower with larger
datasets.

* XLOOKUP is generally faster with larger
datasets due to its search capabilities.

» XLOOKUP avoids the need for a defined
column for the search value.

» The performance difference is more
hoticeable with large tables.

« Consider XLOOKUP for improved speed.
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Ease of Use

* XLOOKUP has a more intuitive syntax.

 Less code needed for complex searches.

 Easier to understand and use for
beginners.

« XLOOKUP simplifies many common
lookup scenarios.

* VLOOKUP syntax can be slightly more
challenging to grasp.
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In Summary

* VLOOKUP is older but still widely used.

* XLOOKUP is the newer, more powerful
option.

» Choose XLOOKUP for flexibility and
performance.

* VLOOKUP remains useful in legacy
systems.

» Update your skills to leverage XLOOKUP.
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Like this post? Repost!

Share your thoughts in the comments!

| share little hacks and tips | actually use in
Data & Al — follow if you wanna see more!
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