Your Data's Best
Friend: Excel or

Power BI?




Core Strengths
Defined

 Excel: A powerful and flexible
spreadsheet tool.

* Ideal for individual analysis and small
datasets.

* Perfect for ad-hoc calculations and quick
reports.

» Great for data entry and simple tracking.

* Power BI: A business intelligence and
visualization tool.

» Designed for building interactive,
shareable dashboards.
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Key Similarities

» Both are Microsoft products and
integrate well.

 Share familiar formulas and functions
(DAX in Power BI).

» Utilize Power Query for data
transformation.

» Support PivotTables and data modeling
concepts.

» Offer a wide range of charting and
visualization options.

 Used for analyzing data to find insights.
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Major Differences

» Data Capacity: Excel handles thousands
of rows, Power Bl handles millions.

» Collaboration: Excel files can be shared,;
Power Bl dashboards are live and
interactive.

* Refresh: Excel data is often static; Power
Bl can refresh automatically.

e Cost: Excel is often included in Office;
Power Bl has free and pro versions.

* Primary Use: Excel for analysis; Power Bl
for presentation and reporting.
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Use Excel For

» Quick, one-time data exploration and
calculations.

 Creating detailed, formatted reports and
invoices.

» Data entry and maintaining small lists or
trackers.

» Building financial models with complex
formulas.

» Scenarios requiring individual cell-level
editing.
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Use Power Bl For

 Combining and analyzing large datasets
from multiple sources.

» Creating company-wide KPl dashboards.

* Building interactive reports for executive
summaries.

» Automating reporting with scheduled
data refreshes.

» Sharing insights securely with a broad
audience.
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Migration: First Steps

» Identify repetitive monthly Excel reports
first.

» Learn Power Query; it works almost
identically in both tools.

» Start with a simple, high-impact project.

» Get comfortable with Data Analysis
Expressions (DAX).

» Utilize Microsoft’s free learning resources
for Power BI.
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Building New Habits

» Stop using Excel as a database; use it as
a source.

» Design reports with the end visual in
mind from the start.

» Leverage Power Bl's model view to
manage relationships.

« Embrace the service for publishing and
sharing.

» Use Power BI for the story, Excel for the
deep dive.
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The Winning Combo

* They are complementary tools, not
replacements.

» Use Excel for detailed data preparation
and analysis.

» Use Power Bl to visualize and share the
results.

* Master both to become a more versatile
analyst.

» Choose the right tool for the specific task
at hand.
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Like this post? Repost!

Share your thoughts in the comments!
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